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HLgg CR, OAR IQWegUaWe DaWa WR CeQWUaOL]e SXSSO\-ChaLQ LLVWV

ThaWÌs Whe YerdicW from a cross secWion of reWailers and Wrade associaWions on boWh coasWs as Whe naWion
heads inWo one of Whe mosW diYisiYe presidenWial elecWions of oXr lifeWime.

WiWh less Whan a Zeek XnWil ElecWion Da\, high-end reWailers from ManhaWWan Wo BeYerl\ Hills are Waking
precaXWions Wo gXard againsW Whe poWenWial for ciYil XnresW aW a Wime Zhen man\ are sWill desperaWel\
hoping Wo recoXp Whe moXnWain of losW sales from CoYid-indXced lockdoZns. Some reWailers are sWill
XncerWain as Wo ZhaW Wheir e[acW plans Zill be, ZiWh man\ considering boarding Xp Wheir sWores, closing
earl\ or eYen noW opening aW all.

SoXrces said a conference call Wook place lasW Zeek among man\ high-end lX[Xr\ brands in ManhaWWan
Wo discXss safeW\ precaXWions. One person said WhaW Zhile eYer\one on Whe call Zas an[ioXs, iW Zas Whe
high-end lX[Xr\ brandsÊparWicXlarl\ along Madison AYenXeÊWhaW Zere mosW concerned aboXW Whe
prospecW of rioWing and proWesWs. These names Zere largel\ Whe ones WargeWed b\ Whe heaY\ looWing WhaW
occXrred Whis pasW sXmmer as social XnresW greZ, especiall\ in NeZ YorkÌs SoHo shopping disWricW.

MosW sWores conWacWed along Madison AYenXe, FifWh AYenXe and in SoHo are Waking a ZaiW-and-see
approach and said Whe\ plan Wo open on ElecWion Da\, bXW man\ associaWes also said Whe\ probabl\
ZonÌW knoZ XnWil Whe da\ before ZhaW Whe ånal decision Zill be.

Along Madison AYenXe aboYe 57Wh SWreeW, lX[Xr\ ZomenÌs fashion boXWiqXe LXdiYine e[pecWs Wo
remain open, alWhoXgh one person said WhaW ÎWhereÌs a chanceÏ Whe sWore mighW board Xp iWs ZindoZs. A
salesperson aW Zimmermann, Whe lX[Xr\ AXssie label, said Whe sWore ÎZill likel\ board Xp,Ï bXW isnÌW sXre
if Whe shop Zill open, or open and When need Wo close: ÎThaWÌs sWill Xp in Whe air.Ï

SeYeral of Whe sWores reps recapping lasW ZeekÌs groXp conYersaWion poinWed Wo Frame as one of Whe
reWailers WhaW is considering boarding Xp Whe sWore and possibl\ closing for Whree da\s. ÎWeÌre sWill
XnsXre,Ï a sWore associaWe for Frame said on TXesda\. This indiYidXal said WhaW if Whe sWore decided Wo
board Xp, iW Zill likel\ be closed for hoZeYer man\ da\s iW remains in WhaW condiWion.

Along FifWh AYenXe, a Tiffan\ sWore associaWe aW Whe sWore near Rockefeller CenWerÊWhe æagship aW 727
FifWh AYenXe is closed for renoYaWionÊsaid Whe plan is Wo open from 10 a.m. Wo 6 p.m., ÎbXW WhaW coXld
change closer Wo ElecWion Da\.Ï

AW Whe A_X Armani E[change in Whe Ol\mpic ToZer, a salesZoman said Whe plan is Wo open, bXW Xrged
consXmers Wo Îcall årsW. We are on FifWh AYenXe and someWimes Where are proWesWs.Ï
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The MiX MiX sWore aW 100 Prince SWreeW hasnÌW \eW deWermined ZhaW iW Zill do. ÎWe mighW be closed.
ThereÌs some Walk Ze mighW be boarding Whe sWore for a feZ da\s. SoHo is Yer\ affecWed,Ï a salesperson
said.

ÎBased on hoZ Whe rioWs Zere handled dXring Whe sXmmer, WhereÌs a been a loW of coordinaWion ZiWh
secXriW\,Ï said Daniel Hodges, a fXWXrisW and CEO of ConsXmers in MoWion, Zho also rXns reWail WoXrs for
bXsiness e[ecXWiYes.b ÎNeZ York CiW\ is prepared for almosW an\Whing. The\ÌYe been WhroXgh WZo
monWhs of [social XnresW] so eYer\one preWW\ mXch feels like Whe folks in charge haYe a real sense on
hoZ Wo deal ZiWh iW, and shoXld [disrXpWion] occXr, iW Zill be dealW ZiWh sZifWl\ and effecWiYel\.Ï

Joseph J. Carella of Joseph J. Carella AssociaWes Inc., a spokesman Zho represenWs Whe 34Wh SWreeW
ParWnership, a nonproåW bXsiness improYemenW disWricW, said WhaW Whe parWnership is noW recommending
WhaW sWores preempWiYel\ board Xp.

MaWWheZ BaXer, presidenW of Whe Madison AYenXe B.I.D., said, ÎWe haYe WremendoXs faiWh in Whe NYPD
in safegXarding Whe ciW\, and Ze haYe noW heard of an\ speciåc WhreaW Wo Madison AYenXe reWailers.Ï

AW WhaW brieång, Terence A. Monahan, NYPDÌs Chief of DeparWmenW, said: ÎAs Ze conWinXe Wo faciliWaWe
peacefXl proWesWs across Whe ciW\, cXrrenWl\ Ze haYe no knoZn WhreaWs of disrXpWion and Ze do noW
e[pecW an\ dXring Whe coXrse of Whe ne[W feZ ZeeksÒ. IW is no secreW WhaW Whis elecWion is more
conWenWioXs Whan in \ears pasW, for WhaW reason oXr plan also inclXdes Whe abiliW\ Wo respond Wo an\
incidenW WhaW mighW occXr. Beginning on OcW. 26, Ze Zill haYe hXndreds of addiWional cops in Xniform,
ciW\-Zide, Zho Zill be aW Whe read\ shoXld Whe\ be needed.Ï
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A spokesman for ChicagoÌs MagniåcenW Mile AssociaWion, Zhose members inclXde BXlgari, BXrberr\,
The RealReal and GXcci, said, ÎWe haYe noW recommended WhaW reWailers or commercial properWies
board Xp ahead of Whe elecWion, hoZeYer seYeral properWies haYe receiYed WhaW direcWiYe from corporaWe
or oZnership. ObYioXsl\, Whe elecWion is of concern naWionZide, bXW Whe plans here in Chicago are Whe
resXlW of long-Werm planning for safeW\ and secXriW\ doZnWoZn, noW jXsW a shorW-Werm reacWion.Ï

The associaWion proYided safeW\ recommendaWions Wo iWs members, Zhich inclXded: condXcWing a
sXrYe\ of Whe properW\, ensXring all access poinWs are secXred, conårming WhaW lighWs are in good
Zorking order; secXring free-sWanding asseWs, i.e. fXrniWXre or garbage recepWacles; WXrning secXriW\
cameras WoZard Whe pXblic Za\, and being prepared Wo coordinaWe ZiWh Whe Chicago Police DeparWmenW
Wo send Yideo fooWage if needed.

OYer on Whe WesW CoasW, brands and boXWiqXes across Whe sWaWe of California are also preparing for Whe
impacW Whe elecWion coXld haYe on Wheir abiliW\ Wo condXcW bXsiness.

On Monda\ aW a brieång on pXblic safeW\ and police reform, Los Angeles Ma\or Eric GarceWWi Wold
SoXrcing JoXrnal WhaW he Îdoes noW anWicipaWeÏ WhaW social XnresW sXrroXnding Whe elecWion Zill haYe an
impacW on bXsinesses dXring ZhaW shoXld be Whe bXsiesW shopping season of Whe \ear. ÎWeÌYe seen in
recenW Zeeks Zhere Where has noW been an\ XpWick in Yiolence leading Xp Wo WhisÊWhaWÌs noW oXr
e[pecWaWion,Ï he said. ÎThere are alZa\s some Zho Zill Wake adYanWage of a momenW, bXW Ze are Zell
prepared for WhaW Wo proWecW peopleÌs righW Wo YoWe and proWecW bXsinesses.Ï

The ma\or Xrged Whe ciW\Ìs ciWi]ens and bXsiness oZners Wo aYoid bX\ing inWo ÎrXmor inWelligence,Ï
adding, ÎIf I had a dollar for eYer\ WZeeW WhaW said WhaW Whis groXp or WhaW groXp Zas aboXW Wo inYade
here or Where, IÌd be rich.Ï

The California ReWailers AssociaWion has Waken a slighWl\ more caXWioXs sWance, according Wo groXp
presidenW Rachel Michelin. The organi]aWion, Zhile noW acWiYel\ pXshing a campaign Wo address Whe
poWenWial for Yiolence and looWing aroXnd ElecWion Da\, has heard rXmblings of concern from iWs
members. Michelin has had conYersaWions ZiWh CaliforniaÌs sWaWe adminisWraWion in recenW Zeeks and
said Whe issXe is on iWs radar.

ÎNoW knoZing ZhaW happens ne[W Zeek or frankl\ Zhen ZeÌll knoZ for sXre, I Whink iWÌs XnforWXnaWe WhaW
noZ parW of doing bXsiness is WhaW bXsiness oZners haYe Wo pXW Xp pl\Zood Wo proWecW WhemselYes,Ï
she said. ÎI Whink \oXÌre going Wo see bXsinesses doing WhaW here in California jXsW becaXse Whe\ÌYe
learned,Ï Michelin said, referring Wo Whe social XpheaYal WhaW Wook place earlier Whis sXmmer.

ÎWeÌre hoping WhaW Ze donÌW see WhaW bXW I Whink Ze probabl\ Zill,Ï she added, noWing WhaW cerWain ciWies
and coXnWies mighW see more acWiYiW\ Whan oWhers. ÎIn Whose parWs of Whe sWaWe, laZ enforcemenW is
engaged and besW pracWices are oXW Where.Ï Michelin said WhaW looWing is a crime of opporWXniW\, WhoXgh
she hinWed WhaW she belieYes California coXld see more proWesWs if one candidaWe in parWicXlar Zins oXW
oYer anoWher. ÎWeÌYe goWWen Wo Whe poinW Zhere Whe M.O.is WhaW if \oX donÌW like ZhaWÌs happening, \oX
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go oXW and looW,Ï she said. ÎFor Xs, ZeÌYe learned lessons becaXse of ZhaW happened in Whe pasW in Los
Angeles, SacramenWo and oWher parWs of Whe sWaWe, and I Whink people Zill be more proacWiYe in
preparing.Ï

ShoXld small-Wo-mediXm-si]e bXsiness geW hiW hard ne[W Zeek, Michelin Zorries WhaW iW Zill be a faWal
bloZ Wo man\. ÎNaWional reWailers haYe more resoXrces Wo recoYer more qXickl\ and Whe smaller
reWailers donÌW.Ï

Los Angeles reWail bXsinesses are operaWing aW 25 percenW capaciW\ in accordance ZiWh social disWancing
gXidelines, Michelin said, and haYe alread\ been hobbled b\ Whese regXlaWions dXring Whe lead Xp Wo
Whe holida\s. ÎThis is a make or break Wime for some of Whem,Ï she said.

ShoXld Whe elecWion proYe sociall\ e[plosiYe, ÎWhe\ coXld sXffer anoWher hXge loss from looWing, noW jXsW
from a moneWar\ bXW a menWal perspecWiYe,Ï Michelin said.ÎIf \oXÌYe oZned a bXsiness and naYigaWed
WhroXgh CoYid and haYe been able Wo regroXp from Whe ciYil XnresW Ze saZ before, \oXÌre looking Wo
recoXp some cosWs and conWinXe on Wo WXrn a corner ne[W \ear. If Whe\ geW hiW again, \oX mighW see
reWailers sa\ iWÌs noW ZorWh iW an\more. IÌYe heard WhaW from a loW of small bXsiness oZners.Ï

Rodeo DriYe Zill close Wo pedesWrian and Yehicle Wrafåc aroXnd ElecWion Da\ in a bid Wo WhZarW Whe poWenWial for a repeaW of Whe
sXmmerÌs XnresW.

Todd Johnson, presidenW and CEO of Whe BeYerl\ Hills Chamber of Commerce, said WhaW Whe Won\ L.A.
enclaYe isnÌW Waking an\ chancesÊand has, in facW, been gearing Xp for poWenWial ElecWion Da\ chaos for
more Whan WZo monWhs. BeYerl\ Hills Ma\or LesWer Friedman, along ZiWh Whe ciW\ coXncil, has been
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leading efforWs Wo prepare for Whe ZorsW Zhile hoping for Whe besW, inYesWing $4.8 million in secXriW\
efforWs for ne[W Zeek alone. ÎThe\ÌYe reali]ed WhereÌs a poWenWial for some XnresW folloZing Whe
elecWion,Ï Johnson Wold SoXrcing JoXrnal. ÎWe Zere commiWWed Wo noW see ZhaW happened in Ma\
happen again.Ï

The chamber meW ZiWh Rodeo DriYe bXsinessesÊZhich Zere among L.A.Ìs mosW heaYil\ WargeWed dXring
Whe rioWing and looWing WhaW Wook place WhroXghoXW Whe monWh of JXne afWer George Flo\dÌs mXrderÊ
and charWed a coXrse forZard.

ÎIW Zas deWermined WhaW Whe\ Zill close Wo pedesWrians and Wrafåc sWarWing aW midnighW on Whe 3rd, and
Zill go WhroXgh Whe end of Whe da\ on Whe 4Wh,Ï Johnson said. ÎThere Zill be no access Wo an\ of Whe
sWores on WhaW sWreeW alone.Ï

Across Whe ciW\ of BeYerl\ Hills, oWher bXsinesses are choosing Wo remain open, Johnson added. BXW Whe
ciW\ has sWraWegicall\ placed K rails WhroXghoXW highl\ Wrafåcked sWreeWs in Whe eYenW WhaW Whe\ need Wo
be shXW doZn.

According Wo Johnson, Whe ciW\ has hired 80 armed priYaWe secXriW\ gXards and Zill see a roWaWion of
135 police ofåcers Zorking aroXnd Whe clock for nine da\s sWraighW, beginning on HalloZeen. A SWAT
Weam from SanWa PaXla, along ZiWh Whe NaWional GXard, are on sWandb\ Îand read\ Wo disperse if
needed.Ï

ÎA loW of Whe bXsinesses on Rodeo DriYe haYe opWed Wo board XpÏ ne[W Zeek, Johnson said, folloZing a
call lasW Zeek ZiWh Whe ciW\Ìs bXsinesses, police, priYaWe secXriW\ and an insXrance broker. The chamber
has insWrXcWed bXsinesses Wo WesW Wheir cameras and lighWs in Whe da\s leading Xp Wo Whe elecWion, and
Wo sign Xp for Ni[le, a We[W-based serYice WhaW proYides real-Wime alerWs from laZ enforcemenW and
oWher agencies.

ÎWeÌYe been dealing ZiWh Whis for Whree-and-a-half monWhs, ZiWh people marching, coming inWo WoZn Wo
Yoice Wheir opinions,Ï Johnson said. ÎWhile 99 percenW haYe been peacefXl, if an\one comes in ZiWh
criminal inWenW, iW Zill be dealW ZiWh sZifWl\.Ï

The resXlWs of Whe elecWion coXld Wake Wime, WhoXgh, and Johnson said BeYerl\ Hills is prepared for a
prolonged escalaWion of Wensions. ÎThings haYe changed on a dail\ basis Whis \ear, probabl\ qXicker
Whan eYer in oXr hisWor\,Ï he said. ÎIWÌs a æXid siWXaWion WhaW Zill haYe Wo be dealW ZiWh almosW hoXrl\.Ï
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