
 

 
SUNDAY, OCTOBER 26, 2025 
  

5:30 p.m. WELCOME RECEPTION  

  Location: Estate Wine Cave 
  

6:00 p.m.  WELCOME AND INTRODUCTIONS 

  SPECIAL GUEST ASSEMBLYWOMAN MAGGY KRELL     
 

6:30 p.m. WELCOME DINNER 

  Location: Estate Wine Cave 

Engage in meaningful conversations, forge new connections and set the tone for a productive 

summit ahead followed by a dinner highlighting the region's culinary excellence. 

SPECIAL GUESTS: Members of the California Legislature 
  

MONDAY, OCTOBER 27, 2025 
Event Registration, Meals and Programming Location: Meritage Ballroom, Salons IX and X 
  

7:30 a.m. BREAKFAST, WELCOME AND OVERVIEW    
  

8:15 a.m. SPECIAL REMARKS PRESENTED BY CALIFORNIA ATTORNEY GENERAL ROB BONTA 
 

8:30 a.m. NAVIGATING THE NEW FRONTIER OF ENVIRONMENTAL LITIGATION & COMPLIANCE 

We will cover the latest on SB 54 regulations as well as SB 707, the first EPR law in the U.S. to 

target textiles, requiring producers to take full lifecycle responsibility for clothing, footwear, and 

household textile goods, and to implement accessible collection and recycling programs by 2030. 

Updates on new EPR mandates for batteries and organic waste will be included, alongside the 

state’s sweeping climate disclosure laws-SB 253, SB 261, and AB 1305-which are setting new 

standards for transparency and environmental accountability. 

• Doug Kobold, Executive Director, CA Product Stewardship Council 

• Assemblymember Josh Hoover, Member, Assembly Natural Resources Committee 

• Assemblymember Tina McKinnor, Member, Assembly Environmental Safety & Toxic 

Materials 

MODERATOR: Dan Lopez, Best Buy, California Retailers Association Board Member 

 

9:30 a.m. PFAS, PACKAGING AND BEYOND: LEGAL INSIGHTS ON CALIFORNIA’S 

ENVIRONMENTAL OBLIGATIONS 

Amid heightened regulatory scrutiny and shifting consumer expectations, California retailers 

face unprecedented environmental compliance challenges. This CLE session goes beyond 



theory to offer practical strategies for staying compliant, minimizing litigation risks and ensuring 

cross-jurisdictional readiness. Gain insight into recent actions on greenwashing, PFAS and 

other emerging chemicals of concern, as well as current and upcoming EPR obligations. 

• Trent Norris, Partner, Hogan Lovells 

• Tom Boer, Partner, Hogan Lovells 
  

10:30 a.m. BREAK 
  

10:45 a.m. SMART PRICING: STRIKING THE BALANCE - INNOVATION, TRANSPARENCY  

& CONSUMER PROTECTION                

Join a lively discussion with California legislators about how dynamic pricing technology works in 

retail and what it really means for shoppers. This panel unpacks the nuts and bolts of algorithm-

driven pricing, debunks popular myths, and reveals how retailers are using these tools to stay 

responsive and keep prices competitive in a changing market. Lawmakers, regulators, and industry 

pros will break down the latest California legislation on pricing transparency and algorithmic 

restrictions, exploring how smart policy and industry collaboration can protect consumers while 

making room for retail innovation. Get practical tips for compliance and discover how to strike the 

right balance between consumer protection and technological progress in one fast-paced session. 

• Senator Roger Niello, Vice Chair, Senate Judiciary Committee 

• Rob Moutrie, Senior Policy Advocate, Cal Chamber 

• Assemblymember Chris Ward, Privacy & Consumer Protection Committee 

MODERATOR: Stephanie Martz, COO + Chief Legal Officer, National Retail Federation 
  

11:45 a.m. NOT SO SMOOTH SALE-ING 

Pricing lawsuits continue to be on the rise in California and across the country. In this one-hour 

CLE session, renowned retail law pioneers will deliver actionable insights into managing legal 

risks tied to sales and promotions, AI-driven pricing, fees and subcharges (including tariff fees) 

and transparency regulations. Learn how to safeguard your business while staying competitive 

and compliant.  

• Stephanie Sheridan, Executive Committee Member; Vice Chair, Litigation Practice Group; 

Chair, Retail & E-Commerce Practice Group; San Francisco Partner-in-Charge, Benesch 

• Meegan Brooks, Partner, Benesch 
  

12:45 p.m. LUNCH SPONSOR REMARKS: AMY CHAMBERS, DIRECTOR OF ENGAGEMENT,  

VISIT CALIFORNIA 

 

LUNCH SESSION: A CONVERSATION WITH ZOE HELLER, DIRECTOR OF CAL 

RECYCLE & RACHEL MICHELIN, CRA PRESIDENT + CEO 

Join us for a candid and engaging lunch conversation with Zoe Heller, Director of CalRecycle, 

as she sits down with the California Retailers Association to discuss the challenges and 

opportunities facing retailers in California. Director Heller brings deep expertise in zero-waste 

and circular economy policy, and is known for her collaborative, solution-oriented approach to 

environmental regulation. Participate in an open dialogue on how CalRecycle and the retail 

sector can work together to build a cleaner, more sustainable, and business friendly California. 

Bring questions and insights for a lively exchange with one of the state’s leading voices in 

environmental policy! 
  

1:45 p.m. PRIVACY, CYBER, AND AI LITIGATION TRENDS AND REGULATION                                                                     

This session will deliver a comprehensive briefing on the latest developments, including the 

transformative Delete Act and California Privacy Protection Agency’s revised draft regulations 



on cybersecurity audits, risk assessments, and automated decision-making technology-

regulations that have been streamlined but still introduce significant new compliance obligations 

and opportunities for public comment as the rulemaking process nears its conclusion.  

• Tom Kemp, Executive Director, California Privacy Protection Agency 

• Assemblymember Rick Zbur, Member, Assembly Judiciary Committee; Chair, Assembly 

Select Committee on Retail Theft 

MODERATOR: Rachel Michelin, President + CEO, California Retailers Association 
  

2:45 p.m. FROM PRIVACY TO AI: LESSONS FROM CALIFORNIA’S REGULATORY FRONTLINES 

This one-hour CLE session will discuss recent developments in privacy, cybersecurity, and AI 

laws and regulations as relevant to the retail industry. Participants will learn lessons from recent 

cases and regulatory trends and gain practical approaches on complying with California’s 

privacy and AI laws while adapting to related cross-state regulatory shifts. 

• David Keating, Partner; Lead, Technology & Privacy Group; Co-Lead, Privacy, Cyber & 

Data Strategy Team, Alston & Bird 

• Rachel Lowe, Partner, Alston & Bird 

• Nicholas Godlove, Legal Director, AI and Global Data Privacy, Yum! Brands 
  

3:45 p.m. BREAK 
  

4:00 p.m. BENCHMARKING & WRAP UP 
  

6:00 p.m. WINE RECEPTION 

  Location: Vineyard Terrace 
  

TUESDAY, OCTOBER 28, 2025 
Event Registration, Meals and Programming Location: Meritage Ballroom, Salons IX and X 

 

7:30 a.m. BREAKFAST ROUNDTABLES: “HOT TOPICS IN RETAIL LAW”                             

Engage with colleagues in exchanging insights on litigation trends they’re facing in California and how 

they’re preparing for upcoming regulatory changes in the Golden State.  
  

8:00 a.m. CALIFORNIA’S WORKFORCE MANDATES 

Stay ahead of California’s fast-changing labor landscape with this practical session focused on 

the key workforce mandates shaping retail in 2025. Panelists will break down the latest labor bills 

and proposals from pay transparency and workplace surveillance to paid family leave and 

employee training. Get up to speed on current Cal/OSHA rulemaking, including new workplace 

violence prevention standards (SB 553) and updated indoor and outdoor heat illness 

requirements, with insights on how these pending regulations may change compliance strategies 

for retailers statewide. 

• Assemblymember José Luis Solache, Jr., Chair, Committee on Economic Development, 

Growth, and Housing Impact 

• Assemblywoman Ali Macedo, Member, Assembly Judiciary Committee 

• Assemblymember David Tangipa, Member, Assembly Higher Education Committee 

• Rachel L. Conn, Partner & Chair, California Practice; OSHA / Workplace Safety Practice 

Group, Conn Maciel Carey LLP 

MODERATOR: Ryan Allain, Director of Government Affairs, California Retailers Association 
  

9:00 a.m. EMPLOYMENT LAW FOR RETAILERS: PRACTICAL STRATEGIES FOR COMPLIANCE 

AND RISK MANAGEMENT  



This one-hour CLE segment will equip you with concrete, real-world strategies to help navigate 

regulatory requirements, reduce litigation risk and maintain operational readiness to help your 

company remain both compliant and competitive in California’s unique labor environment. 

Panelists will discuss recent developments impacting the use of independent contractors, the 

rise in state-level regulation related to unionization, wage-hour developments, new California 

laws coming for 2026 and more.    

• Emily Burkhardt Vicente, Partner and Co-Head, Labor & Employment, Hunton Andrews 

Kurth 

• Kurt Larkin, Partner, Hunton Andrews Kurth                 

• Sarah Johnson, Vice President, Associate General Counsel, Nordstrom 
  

10:00 a.m. BREAK 
  

10:15 a.m. NAVIGATING THE NEW LEGAL LANDSCAPE: PAGA & CIPA REFORM              

California’s legal landscape is rapidly changing for retailers, and this session will give 

a straightforward, practical briefing on what matters most. We’ll break down how the  

2024 PAGA reforms overhaul penalty structures, expand the right to cure, and 

tighten who can bring claims—making it easier for retailers to resolve issues quickly 

and reduce litigation risk. You’ll hear directly from a key PAGA negotiator about how 

to leverage these changes, while also learning what you can do to stay ahead. We’ll 

also cover the latest CIPA reform, including how SB 690 could exempt 

CCPA-regulated activities and help retailers avoid duplicative privacy lawsuits. 

Throughout, you’ll get practical strategies to update your compliance programs, 

resolve claims before they escalate and cut down on costly litigation. 

• Ashley Hoffman, Senior Policy Advocate, Cal Chamber; chief negotiator of PAGA reform 

• Sarah Boot, Founder & Principal, Boot Advocacy; chief negotiator of SB 690; CIPA reform  

MODERATOR: Danielle Hohos, Senior Vice President, Deputy General Counsel; Williams-

Sonoma, Inc 
  

11:15 a.m. FROM CHATBOTS TO WIRETAP: EMERGING TRENDS IN CIPA LITIGATION AND 

DEFENSE 

CIPA cases continue to proceed in California, and companies’ use of AI introduces potential 

new legal theories for state wiretapping statutes. Learn the latest tools for combatting this 

burgeoning litigation. 

• Goli Mahdavi, Partner and Global AI Lead, BCLP 

• Daniel Rockey, Partner and Co-Leader, Data Privacy, Telecommunications & Collections, 

BCLP 
-  

12:15 p.m. LUNCH - FROM THE LAW OFFICE TO THE STATE CAPITOL                                     

Ever wondered what happens when the sharpest legal minds also wield 

legislative power? Step into the shoes of those who write the laws and practice 

them! This lively, interactive session brings together California legislators who are also attorneys 

for a candid conversation you won’t find in any casebook. Join us for a dynamic exchange 

where these legal-eagle lawmakers spill secrets on how their dual roles shape policy, influence 

regulatory trends, and impact the retail industry from Sacramento to Main Street, USA. 

• Assemblymember Nick Schultz, Chair Public Safety 

• Assemblymember Diane Papan, Member, Judiciary Committee 

MODERATOR: Alex Randolph, Target 
  

1:15 p.m. EVENT CONCLUDES 


