DTSC's Workshop on Microplastics in Consumer Products Research – Dec. 11, 2025

Note: This workshop did not focuse on adding microplastics to DTSC’s candidate list rulemaking.

For information on adding MICROPLASTICS TO THE CANDIDATE CHEMICALS LIST, visit DTSC’s rulemaking website at: https://dtsc.ca.gov/adding-microplastics-to-the-candidate-chemical-list/ 

View the coalition letter CRA signed onto HERE.

DTSC is finalizing regulations March 2026. Effective regulation would be Fall 2026. 

About today’s workshop

The California Department of Toxic Substance Control’s (DTSC) Safer Consumer Products (SCP) Program released a Background Document on DTSC’s Microplastics in Consumer Products Research for public comment. This document summarizes DTSC SCP's initial scientific evaluation of microplastics in consumer products. The release of this background document is part of DTSC’s early engagement efforts. Feedback from the public will help DTSC to identify additional areas of research and/or product-chemical combinations that may inform future actions to protect public health and the environment.
 
Written comments can be submitted until 11:59 PM PT on January 30, 2026. 

Resources provided during the workshop:

MICROPLASTICS IN CONSUMER PRODUCTS webpage for the background document, FAQs, event materials, and instructions on how to submit comments https://dtsc.ca.gov/scp/microplastics-in-consumer-products/ 

MICROPLASTICS TO THE CANDIDATE CHEMICALS LIST, DTSC’s rulemaking website: https://dtsc.ca.gov/adding-microplastics-to-the-candidate-chemical-list/ 

PowerPoint presentation and the recording of today’s workshop will be available for review within 2 weeks at: https://dtsc.ca.gov/scp/safer-consumer-products-workshops-events/. 

Background Document on DTSC’s Microplastics in Consumer Products Research: https://dtsc.ca.gov/wp-content/uploads/sites/31/2025/11/Background-Document-on-DTSCs-Microplastics-in-Consumer-Products-Research.pdf 

Submit your written comments via CalSAFER website:  https://calsafer.dtsc.ca.gov/cms/commentpackage/?rid=12793 

SCP website: https://dtsc.ca.gov/scp/ 

Sign up for the Safer Consumer Products e-list at https://responsive.trumpia.com/online-signup/v2/g3LMlKWfDxlTbNqXz+qraw==/scpgeneral 

Email SCP at SaferConsumerProducts@dtsc.ca.gov 

DTSC’s 2024-2026 Priority Product Work Plan https://dtsc.ca.gov/scp/priority-product-work-plan/ 

For more Product-specific information, please see PRELIMINARY SCREENING RESULTS section in the background document (pages 4-8): https://dtsc.ca.gov/wp-content/uploads/sites/31/2025/11/Background-Document-on-DTSCs-Microplastics-in-Consumer-Products-Research.pdf 
For more Product-specific feedback, please see the TOPICS FOR FEEDBACK FROM INTERESTED PARTIES section in the background document (pages 9-12): https://dtsc.ca.gov/wp-content/uploads/sites/31/2025/11/Background-Document-on-DTSCs-Microplastics-in-Consumer-Products-Research.pdf 

Comments and Questions from Public
Note – there were a lot of questions and comments regarding artificial turf

Q. Is there a way for the public to view the list of products removed for later review?

A. Please see Appendix A the Background Document on DTSC’s Microplastics in Consumer Products Research for the initial list of products at: https://dtsc.ca.gov/wp-content/uploads/sites/31/2025/11/Background-Document-on-DTSCs-Microplastics-in-Consumer-Products-Research.pdf 

Q. Will the transcript from this call be sent out to participants?
A. DTSC will be posting the recording of the workshop to their SCP webpage within 2-3 weeks. It will be available at: https://dtsc.ca.gov/scp/safer-consumer-products-workshops-events/ 
Q. filter ban in Santa Cruz? Is it a ban on the filters, or are they replacing the filters with another material?
A. Please see County of Santa Cruz's fact sheet on the cigarette filter ban: https://www.santacruzcountyca.gov/portals/0/county/CAO/press%20releases/2024/TobaccoFilters.10082024.pdf?rev=2024 
Q. How long will it take to remove microplastics from every ecosystem if approved for addition to DTSC’s chemical list?
A. Once microplastics are released in the environment, it is difficult to remove them. We hope to accomplish stemming the tide from additional releases. Depending on the polymer it could take hundreds of years. 
Q. Are children’s plush toys with plastic pellet filling considered a primary source if they are inside the toys?
A. Yes. As long as particles are under 5 mm. 
Q. Why were PFAS and toxic chemically laden turf blades eliminated from consideration?
A. They were not eliminated. We just have a focused narrow list and welcome feedback as we are still in initial research phase.
Q. What does it take to get the blades and the backing to be more seriously considered to same level of artificial turf infill?
A. We are looking at artificial turf separately. DTSC will release additional info on artificial turf in early 2026. 
Q. There are many polymers not solid and not consider microplastics. Need to be specific. Not all polymers are solid. 
A. For DTSC’s proposed definition, we encourage you to look at the rulemaking webpage
Q. Why were personal care and cosmetics products not included?

A. DTSC has not deprioritized them. We just haven't done a deep dive on them yet and we haven't prioritized anything. These products are included in the appendix of our background document. Please send feedback for us to consider.

Q. Biodegradability term is problematic. Legislature doesn't allow that term. Only compostability.

A. That is a marketing term but we have not defined it. Use of the term is just preliminary.

Q. Have shoes been considered?

A. We had to start somewhere since microplastics are everywhere. We will consider it.

Q. Has DTSC investigated polymeric sand in landscapes?

A. We had to start somewhere since microplastics are everywhere. We will consider it.

Q. Was performance apparel considered?

A. DTSC looked at textiles but not performance specifically. Please send studies our way using Cal SAFER platform.

DTSC: Goal of this research is to select 1 or more products to be selected for a full evaluation under the Dept's framework including alternatives.
Industry Coalition Call Following DTSC Workshop – Dec. 12, 2025
Members of industry coalition on call:
· Fragrance Creators Association
· Consumer Brands Association
· Household and Commercial Products Association
· American Cleaning Institute
· Procter & Gamble
· Plastics Industry Association
· California Manufacturers and technology association (CMTA)
· MonoSol Kuraray
Call Objectives
· Align on elements of DTSC’s microplastics background document, with a focus on the cleaning products.
· Determine main concerns or priority issues from any section of the document.
· Identify data, case studies, and experts needed to support responses.
· Clarify roles, responsibilities, and next steps for comments and engagement.

Proposed Agenda
1. Welcome & Objectives (FCA)
·   Overview of call goals and focus areas
2. Quick Introductions
· FCA and ACI role clarification
3. DTSC Background Document Overview (P&G)
· High-level summary of relevant cleaning product sections
· Key questions DTSC is asking
· Initial areas where alignment may be needed

4. Open Discussion: Priorities
· Space to highlight concerns, questions, or issues to incorporate into coalition planning

5. Cleaning Product Specifics
· Fragrance microcapsules (FCA)
· Other detergent polymer considerations (ACI)

6. Next Steps
· Data needs, action items, and timeline for comments
Discussion:
DTSC seems to be calling water soluble polymers plastic, which they are not. 
EPA Safer Choice issue. EPA was supportive of PBA being a biodegradable polymer. Group looking at sending that information over to DTSC since it was not brought up during yesterday’s workshop. 
Non-soluble polymers are also safe. Everything that is a solid is not considered unsafe. It may be persistent, but no unsafe. 
DTSC said on the workshop yesterday that there is no globally aligned definition so maybe we need to lean into that, that North America needs to lead and not necessarily align with the EU.
How much detail do we want to submit? DTSC doesn’t have a definition, they are at the preliminary stage, but they did explicitly say anything that is a primary source they will be moving forward with. DTSC went after cleaning products pretty heavily, artificial turf likely will be included and personal care and cosmetics. Given all of this that came out of yesterday’s workshop, how much should we prepare?
We should gather everything we can, the work we did with the Safer Choice Program, the EPA’s decision. The ACI task force is also still in an informational gathering phase, but ACI is also considering other actions that maybe do not go into next round of comments, but we focus over the next year or so. We should probably go over definition again to get some alignment, include research projects like putting together an ESTM standard (longer term thing), collaborate with folks and work on a white paper that addresses how effective certain testing is. Immediate need is the DTSC issue. 
We need to differentiate biodegradable soluble polymers. DTSC is bringing secondary characteristics into primary, and we need to draw a line telling DTSC which microplastics they need to focus on. We do not want DTSC stigmatizing all polymers.
Perfume microcapsules – there were a lot of questions DTSC had on how manufacturers and producers aim to comply with the EU ban. We should consider that the pathway for compliance is significantly different in the EU versus CA. We should address this in our next round of comments. 
American Chemistry Council did a good job yesterday in public comments saying there is no definition of microplastics so the group wants to be sure to be aligned with ACC. The way DTSC is adding the definition is too broad and there needs to be a more scientific based process.
Goal is to put together what we can before we break for the holidays and then review what we still need. Setting up weekly Friday calls through end of year to ensure industry is touching base for the next round of comments to be submitted to DTSC. Individual and group letters are encouraged. Multiple documents, but consistent messaging. 
Goal for group is to find out as many sources of existing data by next Friday, December 19.







