December CERS NextGen Townhall Notes 12.18.25

For ongoing questions email cersnextgen@calepa.ca.gov

DTSC started phase II build out but still doing analysis so no updates on that piece today. Plan to share more in January or February next year.

Finishing up user acceptance testing for phase I right now.

Still planning on going live in January 2027.

Ensure your users are logging in at least once per calendar year. If you do not use it, you lose it. Users are those with permission to access and use data in the system. Right now you get to work with Cal EPA and CUPA if you do not yet have access. DTSC recommends having a lead person in your company have access to the system and also clean up your data now in CERS III as DTSC will be moving to a whole new system. Data will be migrated and retained including seven calendar years of data. DTSC does not know what that would look like yet. USTs will also be migrated so you will not have to re-enter all data all over again, but there are fields that do not exist in current system that will be required.

State Water Board released their official guidance yesterday updating their regulations which go into effect Jan. 1, 2026. Those regs change method of communication between the business or permitted entity and the CUPA. Since CERS Next Gen is not live yet, water board is allowing this to be postponed until it becomes live as it was supposed to be communicated through DTSC’s new system.

First big change for Next Gen is your testing results for ensuring your system is not leaking will be submitted to your oversight agency, CUPA or PA through CERS.

Questions and Answers

Q. How will this work with the upcoming annual submittal dates Jan-Mar? Will we have to resubmit? If so, what is the deadline?
A. We are not changing deadlines with CERS NextGen project. No legal ability to change due dates. Only legal ability to change software. Go to CUPA or your PA for this issue.

Q. Can the DO information be uploaded for a single site or multiple site?
A. Currently you have to enter DO info per facility. Hoping to have ability to upload a spreadsheet but have not been able to build this function yet. Good news is it is one or done, the info does not change, but we understand this is tedious with folks having a lot of stuff to do.

Q. Where is the Installation Cert located in the current CERS platform?
A. It is very complicated to get to it. You have to set all of the statuses to the right statuses to see it. Each tank and UST has a status. This is a problem with the current system. We are not trying to change your activity in current version, but in new system you will need to certify things moving forward.

Q. This is for when you do a new tank installation - the old ABC form? For installation certification.
A. It’s formerly known as Form C, and yes it is required for new construction but this is not limited to just new install. If you are doing other activities like tank install, replacement, piping modifiers, replacing a sump, etc all require certification. A like for like replacement does not trigger this info to be provided. When you submit to communicate changes it will be called modified repair and then you indicate what modification is occurring by submitting yes or no to first five options and if not then you select none. If doing install or replacement for critical components it will ask who is doing the work and if work complies with certification. 

Q. In the current CERS version, there is no place that has this installation certification info?
A. It exists in CERS III. Followup with Erika or Katlyn w/Water Board.

Q. All current CERS data will be transferred over, on the new fields companies will have to report on new UST setting. What about the HMBP? Are there new fields for that?
A. We are focused on USTs today because we built that part so far. We are collaborating with the oversight agency for the HMBP program trying to fit a square peg in a round hole to try to minimize impact. Suggest you make it as complete as possible in the current system, for now. Not indicating what type of hazardous material you are reporting, for example, there may be additional data required for submittal in NextGen. Not anticipating adding new requirements in terms of data fields, but having discussions on what is a hard stop of a data field is left blank. We do not have answers yet on what that will look like.

Q. As-builts
A. There will be a section for maps in the new system pertaining to your underground storage tanks. 

Q. The implementation of the requirement for scaled drawings will be enforced by water board starting in Jan. 1, 2026.
A. Please reach out to water board on what is expected in 2026. https://waterboards.ca.gov/ust/adm_notices.html 

Q. Will there be training before NextGen goes live?
A. Yes. Trying to figure out order of operations and what makes sense right now for getting info to users. The frame of the house is up but do not have the walls. Seeing if we need to wait for the whole house to do a walk through for folks or if we can go room by room. 

Q. Future demos?
A. We will do a demo of phase I functionality at CUPA conference in March in San Diego. Regulators will get to see compliance section and how you enter inspections and violations. Businesses won’t have that so we will have two sessions to see both sides of functionality.

Q. Is there going to be a spot to put as-builds in UST system
A. Yes, Monitoring site plan - that is your map. There are requirements on what document needs to have. Water Board requirement starts Jan. 1, 2026 so make sure you are up to speed on this. 

Q. Can you query your facilities by industry?
A. Do not know. 

Other notes:

CERS NextGen will have due dates in the system. Trying to clarify and enhance communication between CUPA and your specific facility since not everything is the same statewide. This is coming.

Ability to collaborate with your CUPA. A section called return to compliance docs where you can upload a doc for your regulator. Regulator can then review and close the violation w/o having to collaborate on a time to come back and review that specific item.



