
California State Board of Pharmacy- Licensing Committee Meeting-January 8, 2026
IV. Discussion of Proposal to Establish Definitions for Pharmacies Based on Business Model, Including Presentations on the Following Business Models:
· The requirements for pharmacies generally apply across all business models unless a statute specifically defines a difference. The board discussed the possibility of defining different pharmacies to regulate them individually. They have some draft definitions which they discussed briefly but they will continue to work on them in upcoming meetings.
Draft Definitions:
Community Pharmacy is a pharmacy that dispenses medications to the general public. 
Chain Community Pharmacy is a community pharmacy that is part of a chain of 75 or more stores in California under the same ownership. 
Central Fill Pharmacy is a California-licensed pharmacy that, pursuant to a contract or on behalf of a pharmacy under common ownership, prepares and packages prescriptions for another pharmacy to dispense to the patient. (Note: This definition of “central fill pharmacy” has been proposed in a pending rulemaking to amend section 1707.4 of Article 2 of Division 17 of Title 16 of the California Code of Regulations.) 
Closed Door Pharmacy is a pharmacy that is not open to the general public and that provides services to a specific group of patients in the following settings: Skilled nursing facilities, Assisted living facilities, Nursing homes, Hospice or mental health facilities, Board and care facilities, and Drug and alcohol treatment facilities 
Home Infusion Pharmacy is a pharmacy that prepares and dispenses sterile parenteral medications for infusion to patients in their homes. 
Infusion Center Pharmacy is a pharmacy that prepares and dispenses sterile parenteral medications for administration to patients by a licensed health care provider at any of the following settings: Medical office Pharmacy Health care facility where patients receive medical care. 
Mail Order Pharmacy is a pharmacy that dispenses and delivers medications directly to a patient’s home or designated address through any mail or courier services. For purposes of this section, Mail Order Pharmacy also is defined as a pharmacy that dispenses and delivers greater than 75% of total aggregate prescriptions dispensed to California residents through any mail or courier services. 
Online Pharmacy is a pharmacy that dispenses medication and other health related services through a digital platform. 
Specialty Pharmacy is a pharmacy that provides high-cost medications for complex conditions which require special handling, monitoring, and patient support.

V. Discussion of Pharmacy Practice Experience Requirements Pursuant to Business and Professions Code Section 4209, Including Possible Action to Make a Recommendation to the Board to Remove Potential Barriers to Earning Experiential Training Outside of ACPE Accreditation Requirements and Consider a Draft Policy Statement
The board agreed that the draft statement below is beneficial for training and should be looked at in future meetings to see if they would like to vote to put it out.
Statement: The California State Board of Pharmacy (Board), recognizing the importance of intern experience as an integral part of the preparation for pharmacist licensure, supports and encourages intern pharmacists to gain qualified work experience outside of the structured experiential training earned as part of pharmacy education. The Board supports pharmacists and pharmacy employers that provide opportunities for intern pharmacists to gain deeper experience and understanding of pharmacy operations and patient care services, while assisting intern pharmacists to further develop clinical knowledge and experience to ensure practice readiness.

VI: Discussion of Changes in Pharmacy Law Included in Assembly Bill 1503 (Berman, Chapter 196, Statutes of 2025) Including Updates on Implementation Activities
· The Board of Pharmacy has begun working on changes required from AB 1503 Berman. The main one that applied to CRA is included below. Not much else has been done but the process has started on many aspects of the bill administratively.
· New BPC Section 4001.5, related to the Pharmacy Technician Advisory Committee
· Dr. Satinder Sandu was appointed to be the board member of the Pharm Tech committee.
VII. Discussion of Statutory Proposal to Establish Provisions for a Retired Advanced Pharmacist Practitioner License and Clarify Provisions Regarding Cancellation of an Advanced Pharmacist Practitioner License
· The board did not delve into the details of this very much but will be discussing the topic at future meetings.
IX. Advisement of Future Committee Meeting Dates
· April 15, 2026
· June 11, 2026
· September 30, 2026
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IV. Discussion and Consideration of Education Materials on Buprenorphine
· Education materials on Buprenorphine were updated and the board expressed gratitude to the team who did so.
V. Discussion and Consideration of Public Education Materials Related to the Federal Three-Day Rule
· These materials will be updated every year going forward. The board did not comment on this.
VI. Master Calendar of Public Education Campaigns
· Board members liked the calendar but did not comment further.
VII. Discussion and Consideration on the Notice on How to File a Complaint
· The committee has drafted a notice for how pharmacists can file complaints to the Board of Pharmacy. This is a legally required document that should be posted for employees to see. They are happy with it and will continue developing it
IX. Advisement of Future Committee Meeting Dates
· June 10, 2026 (Proposed)

