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Highlights from CRA's advocacy this session.
MAJOR WINS
	AB 2564 (Ward) — Surveillance Pricing
KILLED ON CONCURRENCE
AB 2564 was CRA's top priority this session, and years of relationship-building with legislators allowed us to stop the bill before it reached the Governor's desk. Framed by media as some of the toughest surveillance-pricing restrictions in the nation, the bill would have imposed costly and ambiguous compliance hoops on retailers seeking simply to offer consumers a discount. The litigation that would have followed its enactment would have upended common, customized discounting practices, ultimately causing California consumers to pay more as many discount programs disappeared. We expect this bill to return in some form in 2027, so continued engagement from the retail industry will be essential.



	AB 405 (Addis) — Fashion Act
KILLED IN APPROPRIATIONS
The Fashion Act was unexpectedly revived this year after stalling in committee the previous session, but CRA was ready and led the opposition coalition. The bill would have raised prices for consumers and duplicated laws California has already enacted. Through our work on the Responsible Textile Recovery Act of 2024 (SB 707), CRA has become a recognized authority in the textile recycling space, and we leveraged that standing to stop AB 405 early in the year before it could gain momentum.



	AB 2245 (M. Rodriguez) — Lubricant Waste & Packaging PRO
KILLED IN APPROPRIATIONS
This expansive bill would have made major changes to California's recycling system, building on existing EPR programs while removing specific products from the requirements of the Plastic Pollution Prevention and Packaging Producer Act (SB 54). It would have created a new Producer Responsibility Organization to manage end-of-life recycling for covered liquids and packaging, with retailers treated as producers in certain circumstances. Without sufficient guardrails on startup costs, administrative costs, or program accountability, AB 2245 would have layered complex and inconsistent regulations onto an already complicated EPR structure, raising costs for consumers and risking more harmful items ending up in California landfills.


OTHER BILLS CRA TRACKED THIS SESSION
	BILL
	AUTHOR
	TOPIC
	STATUS

	AB 1693
	Zbur
	Retail Tenant Improvement Projects
	CRA Sponsored – Awaiting Gov. Action

	
	Summary: Establishes a streamlined approval process for a local permit for a tenant improvement specifically for retailers. 

	AB 2072
	Solache
	CalFresh and WIC Contingency Fund
	CRA Sponsored – Died in Committee

	
	Summary: Would have created the state CalFresh and WIC Contingency Fund to, upon appropriation, maintain continuity of benefits under the CalFresh, SNAP and WIC programs during a federal government shutdown through January 20, 2029.

	AB 2549
	Zbur
	E-Waste Recycling Act of 2003: Manufacturer Notices
	CRA Sponsored – Died in Committee

	
	Summary: Prohibits a city or county from approving a building permit for a cold storage facility unless the owner or operator of the facility establishes and maintains a contingency fund, and excludes from gross income settlement for claims relating to the 2026 Boyle Heights fire incident

	AB 817
	M. González
	Cold Storage Facilities
	Oppose – Awaiting Gov. Action

	
	Summary: Prohibits a city or county from approving a building permit for a cold storage facility unless the owner or operator of the facility establishes and maintains a contingency fund, and excludes from gross income settlement for claims relating to the 2026 Boyle Heights fire incident

	AB 1337
	Ward
	Information Practices Act of 1977
	Oppose – Died in Committee

	
	Summary: Would have significantly amended the Information Practices Act definition of “personal information,” extending its scope to cover local governmental entities. This would have prevented information sharing between retailers and local law enforcement, undermining progress made via the legislative retail theft package from 2024. 

	AB 1604
	Stefani
	Receipts: Intentionally Added Bisphenols
	Negotiated Neutrality

	
	Summary: Prohibits, on and after January 1, 2028, a person from manufacturing, distributing, or selling a paper proof of purchase (receipt) that contains intentionally added bisphenol A (BPA); and, prohibits, on and after January 1, 2029, a person from manufacturing, distributing, or selling a paper receipt that contains intentionally added bisphenols. CRA negotiated out many hostile amendments and successfully added determining factors required to consider for the amount of an administrative penalty, including a good faith effort.

	AB 1776
	Aguiar-Curry
	Cartwright Act Violations
	Oppose – Awaiting Gov. Action

	
	Summary: Enacts portions of the California Law Revision Commission's recommendations on regulating single-firm anticompetitive behavior. The bill adopts a series of findings to police predatory anticompetitive behavior by single firms. The bill explicitly prohibits a court excusing anticompetitive behavior in one market simply because that behavior may have boosted competition in another. Enforcement of these prohibitions is limited to the Attorney General or district attorneys.

	AB 1777
	Garcia
	Indirect Source Rule
	Oppose – Died on Assembly Floor

	
	Summary: Would have authorized the Air Resources Board to adopt regulations to reduce or mitigate emissions from indirect sources of pollution. An indirect source was defined as a facility, building, structure, installation, real property, road, or highway which attracts, or may attract, mobile sources of pollution.

	AB 1790
	Connolly
	Water’s Edge Tax
	Oppose – Died in Committee

	
	Summary: Would have prohibited, for taxable years beginning on or after January 1, 2028, any taxpayer from making a water's-edge election or filing on a water's-edge basis.

	AB 1883
	Bryan
	Workplace Surveillance Tools
	Oppose – Awaiting Gov. Action

	
	Summary: Prohibits an employer from using a workplace surveillance tool that uses artificial intelligence to collect neural data or recognize an individual’s emotional state. Defines "workplace surveillance tool" to include any "instrument" or "device" that 
collects any "employee data." Adds a separate prohibition on tools that incorporate "artificial intelligence.” These definitions create a broad prohibition, for example, on most modern security systems employer’s use.

	AB 1898
	Schultz
	Workplace AI Tools
	Oppose – Died in Committee

	
	Summary: Would have required an employer to provide a written notice to a worker that a workplace AI tool was used to assist the employer in making employment-related decisions or to surveil workers in the workplace. Would have also required an employer to maintain an updated list of all workplace AI tools currently in use and their impact on jobs, as specified, and to provide the list to workers annually. Any misstep would have subjected businesses of every size and state to litigation, including penalties.

	SB 716
	Durazo
	Violations, Nonresidential Structures
	Oppose – Awaiting Gov. Action

	
	Summary: Significantly increases fines for a violation of a city or county ordinance where the violation pertains to a nonresidential structure with a floor area of 20,000 or more square feet and the violation poses a threat to health and safety. Gives broad discretion to local jurisdictions in how to determine the penalty amount. There is an exemption from the highest multiplied penalties for most retail stores, however distribution centers and warehouse that retailers rely on do not receive that exemption. 

	SB 947
	McNerney
	Employment Automated Decision Systems
	Oppose – Awaiting Gov. Action

	
	Summary: Prohibits an employer from using an automated decision system (ADS) that does certain functions and limits the purposes and manner in which an ADS may be used to make disciplinary or termination decisions. Requires an employer to provide a written ADS postuse notice and includes worker anti-retaliation provisions for the exercise of these rights. Authorizes enforcement through the Labor Commissioner (LC) or authorized public prosecutor.

	SB 1103
	Pérez
	Retail Immigration Enforcement Reporting
	Oppose – Died in Committee

	
	Summary: Would have required large retail stores to: preserve and produce documentation of immigration enforcement activity occurring on their premises to the Attorney General and to counties, to disclose their immigration-related policies on their websites, and requires every county board of supervisors to designate an agency to access that information.

	SB 1123
	Wiener
	Administrative Procedure Act: Costs
	Oppose – Died in Committee

	
	Summary: Would have required state agencies to include all direct and indirect potential offsetting benefits, impacts, and cost savings when estimating the economic impact of adopting, amending, or repealing a major regulation, ensuring a more comprehensive economic analysis.

	SB 1130
	Reyes
	Wearable Recording Devices
	Oppose – Awaiting Gov. Action

	
	Summary: Makes it a misdemeanor to operate a wearable recording device to capture sound or video of any other person in any area within a place of business where the person has a reasonable expectation of privacy. Prohibits a person from using any technology to permanently or temporarily disable any light, sound, or other indicator on a wearable recording device that indicates that the device is capturing sound or video.

	AB 2253
	Boerner
	Environmental Marketing Claims
	Oppose – Awaiting Gov. Action

	
	Summary: Requires voluntary recycled content claims on labels to not exceed the amount of third-party certified recycled content introduced into the manufacturer's or supplier's overall supply stream for the material used in that product line and specifies that only specified chain of custody models can be used to make recycled content claims.

	SB 1180
	Allen                         California Plastic Pollution Mitigation Fund                                   Oppose – Vetoed 
	
	Oppose – Awaiting Gov. Action

	
	Summary: Would have established new spending requirements and guidelines for the California Plastic Pollution Mitigation Fund (PPMF) and expands the list of entities that are eligible for those funds.
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